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The Borderless Alliance successfully organized its 5th Annual Conference at the Azalai Hotel de la Plage in Cotonou, Benin, May 18 – 20, 2016, under the theme “Regional Inte-gration through the De-velopment of Trade and Transport.”   Dubbed “Borderless 2016” and organized un-der the auspices of the Ministry of Trade of the Republic of Benin, the Conference brought together more than 150 participants from 11 countries. These consist of the private sector – traders, manufacturers, transporters, freight forwarders; donors/development partners – USAID, GIZ, the World Bank Group, the Afri-can Development Bank, JICA and the European Union. Others are regional economic communities – ECOWAS and UEMOA; govern-ment officials – Minister of Transport of the Federal Republic of Nige-ria, Minister of Industry, Trade and Handicraft and the Minister of Transport, both of the Republic of Benin.   The conference had a two-day panel discussion in three thematic areas: Promoting Port Efficiency in West Africa; Removing Intra-regional Trade Barrier; and Financing Trade and Transport. These panel dis-

cussions provided an interac-tive platform for participants. High level experts from both private and public sectors in the sub region, as well as inter-national organizations, took turns to share their experiences and best practices to: remove obstacles and barriers to trade; promote cross-border trade; and create appropriate funding tools for trade and transport stakeholders.  The Government of Benin, dignitaries and participants lauded the conference and expressed their continued support for Bor-derless Alliance in removing trade barriers in the West Africa sub re-gion. “The Government of Benin is glad to be associated with this con-ference. We appreciate the efforts of Borderless Alliance and pledge our support to removing trade barriers in the sub region,” said Mr. Laz-are Maurice SEHOUETO, Minister of Industry, Trade and Handicraft of the Republic of Benin.  
At the conference, three private sector organizations registered and paid 
up as new members, while six other organizations registered as mem-
bers, but were still preparing to pay up. That took the total membership 
of Borderless Alliance from 83 to 92. 

Borderless Alliance organizes Fifth Annual Conference  

Development Partners renew their commitment to remov-ing Trade Barriers in West Africa  
Development partners, regional economic com-munities and governments in the West Africa sub region have renewed their commitment to supporting Bor-derless Alliance in its quest to rid the sub region of trade barriers.  At the 5th Annual Borderless Conference, held in Cotonou, Benin, May 18 – 20, 2016 development partners commended the Alliance for or-ganizing the conference and for its continued efforts and collaboration to remove trade barriers in West Africa. In addition to the private sec-tor, regional economic communities and government officials, develop-ment partners present at the conference include: the USAID, GIZ, the World Bank Group, the African Development Bank, JICA and the Eu-ropean Union.   Mr. Todd R. Whatley, Deputy Chief of Mission and Representative of the USA Government, indicated one of the pillars of President Obama’s Strategy for Sub Saharan Africa lies in economic growth, trade and investment in African countries. That, he explained, was the reason for the American Government’s support for Borderless Alliance and other activities aimed at increasing trade in West Africa.  “We are honored to support all efforts in the region aimed at reducing non-tariff barriers to trade which increase costs and slows down the movement of goods in the region,” he said. 

Participants at the conference in Cotonou, Benin 

His Excellency Mr. Josep Coll, Ambassador and Head of Delegation 
of the European Union in Benin, said West Africa and the European 
Union signed the Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) in June 
2014 to increase the region’s participation in world’s value chains 
and to promote regional integration. In that regard, he said the Bor-
derless initiative was a true illustration of public private partnership. 
Representatives of other development partners and regional econom-
ic communities also expressed their continued involvement in the 
fight against the existence of trade barriers in the sub region.  

Representatives of development partners, governments and regional economic communities  
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Borderless Alliance gets new Executive Committee Members  
On the second day of the 5th Borderless Annual Conference held in Coto-nou, Benin, on May 18 – 20, 2016 the Borderless Alliance elected new Ex-ecutive Committee mem-bers to steer the affairs of the Alliance for the next two years (2016 – 2018).   The members include: Mr. Ousmane Babalaye Daou, Director General of the Mali Shippers’ Council (CMC), elected as President; Mr. Souley Maman Yacoubou, Chief Executive Officer of Travco SARL Benin, elected as 1st Vice President; and Mr. Olatayo Omidji, Head of Strategic Planning at NEXIM Bank of Nigeria, elected as 2nd Vice President. Others are: Mr. Roland Riboux, Chief Executive Officer of Fludor Be-

nin SA, elected as Member; Mr. Frank Tony Eshun, Chief Commercial Officer of Damco Logistics West Africa, based in Ghana, elected as Member; and Mr. Drepoba Leandre Sery, Director of Trade and Mar-keting at Abidjan Port, Côte d’Ivoire. The rest are: Hervé Sebastien Ilboudo, President of the Association of Transport Sector Actors in Landlocked Countries in West and Central Africa, based in Burkina Faso, elected as Member; and Mr. Aminou Kadiri, Acting Chief Execu-tive Officer of the Federation of West Africa Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FEWACCI), based in Nigeria, elected as Member.  In his acceptance speech, the newly-elected President, Ousmane Baba-laye Daou, thanked the outgoing Executive Committee members for their contributions to the activities of the Alliance. While congratulating the newly elected executive members, Mr. Daou also called for unity and close collaboration to ensure a successful mandate.  “I urge you all to work together to continue to build the Alliance in 
order to address the trade challenges in the region,” he said. 

Newly elected EC Members 

Photos From Borderless Alliance Fifth Annual Conference (BORDERLSS 2016) 


